Irish Radio Transmitters Society

Established in 1932
Member of the International Amateur Radio Union

wwWw.irts.ie

Constitution and Rules

11

21

2.2

Constitution

Name

The name of the Society shall be“TheIrish Radio
Transmitters Society”, which may be abbreviated
to IRTS.

Objects

Its objects shall be—
to promote the study of Radio
Communications and its practice between
amateurs and experimenters,

to represent the interests of its members both
Nationally and Internationally,

to facilitate and encourage radio
experimentation,

to obtain the maximum liberty of action
consistent with safeguarding the interests of all
concerned,

to facilitate the exchange of information and
ideas on this subject among its members and
with other interested parties, and

to participate in other organisations having
similar objectives.

Membership
Membership is open to any person who is
interested in the objects of the Society.

Executive

The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a
Committee. The Committee may delegate any of
its powers to sub-committees.

Rules
Membership

Any person who is interested in the objects of the
Society may be admitted to membership.

Admission of Members

Persons applying for membership must deliver to
the Honorary Treasurer or other Committee
member aform of application as prescribed by the
Committee.

The form of application for membership shall
contain an undertaking to abide by the Rules of
the Society, and the regulations as laid down by
the Licensing Authority and amended from timeto
time.
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4.1

4.2

The Committee shall have absolute power to rgect
any nomination without assigning any reason for
such rejection.

A person whose application for admission is
accepted by the Committee shall, on payment of
the first annual subscription, be admitted to
membership of the Society.

Affiliation of Clubs, Societies or other bodies

The Society may grant affiliation to any club,
society or other body interested in the objects of
the Society as defined in the Constitution. Clubs,
societies or other bodies which are granted
affiliation do not have a vote at general meetings
of the Society and have no interest in the property
of the Society.

Application for affiliation must be made on aform
of application as prescribed by the Committee.

The Committee shall have absolute power to rgect
any application for affiliation without assigning
any reason for such rejection.

The application must be accompanied by the
appropriate fee, and must be signed by five
members of the Society of whom at |east three
must be holders of Amateur or Experimenters
licences.

Affiliated clubs or societies shall promote the
objects and support the policy of the Society.

If the Committee, after due enquiry, consider that
any affiliated club, society or other body has
engaged in conduct likely to bring the Society into
disrepute, the affiliation in question may be
terminated foll owing the process set out in

Rule 29.1.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for members and affiliated
organisations shall be as determined by the
Committee from time to time, but subject to any
maximum determined by the membersin General
Meeting. Different subscription rates, including
concessionary rates, may be approved by the
Committee based on factors including the
location, licence status or personal circumstances
of members.

Subscriptions shall be payable annually in
advance.
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4.3 Therenewal date for new or re-admitted members Committee

:231 ! bgtheﬂrst;a; the morlth follogw r;gq.thew 9.1 The Committee of the Society shall consist of
MISSION or re-admission 1o memoersnip. (@ The President —who will act as Chairman
Subscriptionsin Arrears of the Committee— and

5.1 If any member shall permit his/her subscription to (b} TheVicePresdent, and )
exceeding two months, the Committee may been members for not less than three years,
remove his/her name from the register of and of whom not more than two may be
members. non-holders of amateur or experimenters

licences, and

5.2 If thearrearsare paid in full before the former '
member's next reﬁewal date, the Committee shall (d) Members co-opted under Rule 10.1 or Rule
reinstate his/her name on the register of members. 10.2, and _ )

53 If ber <l it his'her subscrintion t () Thelmmediate Past-President, who shall be

' any mem %r di permi 'f e su.(;sgrlp lonto amember of the Committee for one year
remg.“”pa' an 'qr"]"r r(e:ar S O.rtta peﬂ | reint immediately following his’her term as
exceeding one year, the Lommitiee shall ranstate President, if willing to serve.
the former member's name on the register of _
members if and when either of the following 9.2 Seven members of the Committee shall form a
conditions applies: quorum.

(@ Theformer member paysall arrearsinfull. | 9.3 Each Committee member, present at a Committee
(b) Theformer member reapplies and is re- Meeting, shall be entitled to vote.
admitted to membership under Rule 2.1. 9.4 Sofar as possible the Chairman of the Committee

5.4 A member whose subscription has been in arrears shall endeavour to reach decisions by consensus.
shall not be entitled to any property, goods or However, where a vote is necessary decisions
services provided to members for the period in shall be by simple majority of those present and
which he/she was in arrears. entitled to vote.

5.5 Theprovisions of all rules under the heading 9.5 Intheevent of an equality of votes on any
Subscriptions in Arrears shall apply also to Question at a Committee Meet! ng, the Chairman
affiliated clubs, societies and other bodiesin like shall exercise a second or casting vote.
manner. 9.6 Memberswho are not Committee members under

, _ Rule 9.1 but who arein attendance at a Committee
Continuous Member ship meeting through their holding of an office or

6.1 Continuous Membership is calculated from the because they are representing an affiliated club,
date of first admission to membership, or from the society, other body or region, shall not be entitled
date of the most recent re-admission to to avote.
membership if membership has lapsed at any time. | 97 The Committee shall conduct the affairs of the

6.2 The Committee may grant concessions or Society, and shall present areport to the Annual
privileges to members based on their length of General Medting.

Continuous Membership. _ _
Co-option to Committee
Financial Years 10.1 If avacancy should occur on the Committee, from

7.1 The Society's financial year shall begin on the first among those referred to under Rule 9.1(c), the
day of January in each year, and end on the thirty- Committee shall have power to co-opt a member
first day of December in that year. for the remainder of the year.

Expulsion of a Member 10.2 In addition, the Committee shall have power to co-

_ _ . opt not more than three additional members for
8.1 A member who is considered by the Committee, :
, _ the remainder of the year.

after due enquiry, to have engaged in conduct

likely to bring the Society into disrepute may be Terms of Office

expelled from membership of the Society 11.1 ThePresident, Vice-President and members of the

following the process set out in Rule 29.1. Committee shall be elected annually as provided
in Rules 23 and 24, and shall hold aterm of office
until the next Annual General Meeting or until
their successors have been eected.
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11.2 No person may hold the office of President for 15.3 If the Committee, after due enquiry, determines
mor e than three consecutive terms. that an Officer is not carrying out his or her duties

11.3 No person may hold the office of Vice-President ina satisfactory manner, the officer may be
for morethan three consecutive terms. rem_oved from that offi ce following th_e process set

] ] outin Rule29.1. Inthis respect, “ Officer”

11.4 No person who is a member of the Committee includes all those appointed under Rules 15.1 and
under Rule 9.1(c) may serve morethan three 15.2 aswdl as Regional Representatives
consecutive terms. appointed under Rule 17.2 and Trustees elected

11.5 Notwithstanding Rule 11.2, aretiring President under Rule 32.1.
may continue to be a member of the Committee, ) o
as provided in Rule 9.1(e) irrespective of the Repr esentatives of Affiliated Clubsand
period of his/her term of office as President. Societies

. ) 16.1 The membersin each affiliated club, society or
Meetings of the Committee other body may dect arepresentative and an

12.1 Committee meetings, of which there shall be at alternate annually to attend Committee meetings,
least six during the year, shall be held on such subject to including among their members at |east
dates, and at such times and places as may be five paid-up members of the Irish Radio
arranged by the Committee. Transmitters Society .

12.2 Thebusiness at Committee meetings shall be as 16.2 The name of this representative and alternate, who
set out in the notice convening such meetings. must be a member of the Irish Radio Transmitters

: Society, is to be advised to the Honorary Secretary
Absence from Meetings for accreditation not later than two weeks after the

13.1 A member of the Committee absent from more club or society AGM of the appropriate year.
than three consecutive Committee meetings shall, _
unless excused by virtue of having tendered an Regions
apology, be deemed to have vacated office, and 17.1 Thearea administered by the Society shall be
the Committee shall have power to fill the divided into Regions, the number and boundaries
vacancy under Rule 10.1. of which are to be determined by the Committee

. fromtimeto time.
Sub-committees 17.2 1n each Region, the Committee may annuall

141 The Cpmmittee shall have power to appoi_nt SUb- appoint aengemt’)er of the Society toyrepresen)t/ the
COT“T“'“%‘ tocarry O.Ut any duties which in the_ Society’s interests within that Region, to be
opinion of the Qommlttee could best be dedlt with known as the “ Regional Representative’ .
by a sub-committee. Regional Representatives may attend and

14.2 Non-members of the Committee may be appointed participate in Committee meetings as necessary.
to serve on sub-committees. _

14.3 Sub-committees shall have such power asis President
dd egated to them by the Committee of the 18.1 The President shall chair all mesti ngs of the
Society. Society.

. 18.2 Inthe absence of the President, the Vice-President
Officers shall undertake hisher duties,

151 As =0on as practlgabl eafter the Annual ngeral 18.3 Inthe absence of both the President and the Vice-
Meting, the President snall have a Committee President, a Chairman shall be dlected from the
meeting conveneo_l, at which the Committee shall, members present at the meeting.
from amongst their own number, elect the _ _
Honorary S&raary and Honorary Trmsure‘_ 184 The PreSI dmt Sha“ forma.l Iy addre$ the S)C| ay

15.2 The Committee may also at this meeting, or as during his/her term of office
soon as practicable thereafter, appoint Officersto
perform such duties as the Committee may allot to
them. While the persons appointed to such posts
must be members of the Society, they need not
necessarily be chosen from the members of the
Committee. However, they may attend and
participate in committee meetings as the
circumstances require.
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Honorary Secretary 23.2 The names of the other members digible and
19.1 TheHonorary Secretary — willing to_ serve as President, as Vice-Presi dem or
, , as Committee members shall be added to the list
shall beresponsible for the proper recording upon receipt of nominations in writing, by any ten
and preservation of the decisions taken at all members in the case of a nomineefor the
meetings of the Society and of the Committee, Presidency or Vice-Presidency, or by any two
and members in the case of a nominee for any of the
shall issue all notices of meetings of the eleven Committee positions.
Society and the Committee. 23.3 Nominations under Rule 23.2, accompanied by the
Honorary Treasurer written consent of the nominess, shall be
addressed to the Honorary Secretary, and must
20.1 TheHonorary Treasurer — reach him/her within fourteen days of the list
snall have charge of all Society funds, being issued under Rule 23.1.
shall keep correct accounts and books showing Electi
the financial affairs, receipts and ection
disbursements of the Society, 24.1 |If, following the time stipulated for receipt of
: nominations under Rule 23.3, more than one valid
shall present to the Committee regular - . .
financial statements and submit to the Annual nomi nation has be_en recetv ed for the ifice of
General Medting an audited Statement of Presi Qent or for ylcePra dent, or |.f the number
g
Accounts asrequired under Rule 26.2, and of valu_j nominations for membersh|p C.)f the
' Committee exceeds the number specified under
shall keep, or arrange to have kept, an up-to- Rule 9.1(c), voting papers containing the names of
date register of all members. all persons duly nominated for such offices or
Bank Accounts membership of the Committee shall be prepared
by the Honorary Secretary and sent to all
21.1 Thefunds of the Society shall be deposited in members. To bedigiblefor inclusion in the
accounts in approved banks or other financial election, each voting paper must be completed and
institutions. returned to the Honorary Secretary by the date
21.2 All payments must have the sanction of the mentioned therein.
Committee. 24.2 Should no additional valid nominations have been
21.3 Cheques drawn on the Society's bank account received by the Honorary Secretary by the expiry
shall be signed by the Honorary Treasurer and any date as mentioned above, the persons named on
one of the following: the President, the Honorary thelist originally sent out by the Committee shall
Secretary, or another member of the Committee be deemed to have been elected and it will not be
who has been nominated for this purpose and duly necessary to prepare or 1ssue voting papers.
authorised by resolution of the Committee. Audi
uditors
Retirement or Resignation 25.1 Two members of the Society shall be dected as
22.1 Upon retirement from any office or appointment Honorary Auditors by a simple majority of votes
or on resignation from the Society, the person of members at each Annual General Mesting.
concerned shall hand over to his/her successor, or | 25.2 The Honorary Auditors shall audit the accounts
to the President, all funds, books of account, for the current year and, if found in order, shall
minute books, trophies or other Society property certify them for submission to the next Annual
in his’her possession or under his/her care. General Medting.
Nominations for Office 25.3 Intheevent of either or both the Honorary
_ . Auditors being unable to act for any reason, the
231 The Committee shall, at least twepty-el ght days Committee shall appoint a member or members,
prior to the Annual General Meeting, send to all not being members of the Committee, to perform
paid-up members a list showing the nominees of the duty.
the Committee for the offices of President and
Vice-President, and also nominees for each of the 25.4 No officer of the Society or member of the
eleven Committee positions specified in Rule Committee shall be eligible tg act as auditor for
9.1(c), who are eligible and willing to serve for the any year or part of ayear during which he/she
ensuing year. held office or was a member of the Committee.
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25.5 The Committee may appoint a professional provided for in Rule 24.1. Members who have
auditor to audit the accounts for any year, in not returned ballot papers ahead of the meeting
which case the Honorary Auditors will not be may complete a ballot paper at the meeting.
required in that year. The candidate(s) obtaining the most votes will
A = A Mot be deemed to be eected.

nnual >ener eetlng Any decision to proceed with an expulsion,

26.1 The Annual General Meeting of the members shall removal or termination under Rule 29.1(d) will
be held during the months of March or April in be carried out by way by of secret ballot
each year at such time and place as may be among the members present at the meeting.
appointed by the Committee. The outcome of this ballot will be determined

26.2 At such meeting an audited statement of the by a simple majority of those voting.
accounts of the Society for the year ended on 31st Inall other cases, voting will be by way of a
December prior to the meeting shall be laid before show of hands. With the sole exception of
the members with the report of the Committee for votes on changes to the Constitution or Rules,
that year. as noted under Rule 34.3, such issues will be

26.3 TheHonorary Secretary shall send to each decided by a simple mgjority of those present
member at least twenty-eight days notice of an and voting.

Annual General Meeting, such noticeto include 28.3 Inthe event of an equality of votes on any
an agenda for the meeting. question, other than an election, the presiding

26.4 An attendance of 25 members, or 5% of the then Chairman shall exercise a second or casting vote.
current members, whichever is the |esser, shall 28.4 Inthe case of a contested dection under Rule
constitute a quorum for the Annual General 24.1, the names of the candidates on the voting
Meeting. papers shall be in alphabetic sequence, by
Special General Meeting surname, f.or each cont&s'ted offlce.. |

27.1 A Special General Meeting shall be convened by 285 In an dectionfor the office of Presi dept or Vice-
the Honorary Secretary when required by the Presidert, egch voting memper shdll give one vote
Committeeto do so, or at any time not more than trgc%r']\(/ei ﬁanﬂgiig?;e?ﬁ:nog C%thg]ignag%:tzt?or
8 weeks after receipt by him of arequisition, such off?ce <hall be deemed t)(/) be dected
stating the purpose for which the meeting is .
required, and signed by at least 30 members. 28.6 Inan eection for Committee mempers to be

27.2 No business or matter other than that contained in izﬁed under Rulte ?'1(C)hee}Ch voti g mem]?er
the Notice convening the meeting, as issued by the o give %ng{;tlo € 'I(')heagl ora mg!(rjn;tjm 0
Honorary Secretary, shall be discussed at a rei\é?\?i r?gnml)re \e/ites tﬁanee\x/n?r?rr:ailni n?

s i‘:}ec;a' General Mee“”g'sha“ i candidates shall be deemed to be elected.

) o g?\t dgzr?o¥i S(Scorfetaag;)ecial Z%qnera; ﬁ/lazgmgqg " | 28.7 Intheevent of a postal vote or secret ballot, three
each member scrutineers shall be appointed from the floor of the
' Annua General Meeting or Special General

27.4 An attendance of 25 members, or 5% of the then Meeting as the case may be.
current members, whichever is the lesser, shall 288 No dedti didat b "
constitute a quorum for a Special Genera . 0 10N candidale may be a scrutineer.
Meeting. 28.9 The scrutineers shall open and count the votes,
Voi and report the result to the presiding Chairman,

oting who shall announce the result to the meeting.

28.1 With the exception of any member who is a minor - . C
under the Age of Majority Act, 1985, each 28.10 ;r?; \(/jst? I: éogaggrﬁirgg?&e;s onthe validity of
member shall have one vote on any issue at a o ) .
General Mesting. 28.11 IS?] ;r;edeverT of atie hl nan electlor;, tr?e I\s;lcrut.l neers

28.2 Voting at General Meetings shall be conducted as deci dert?]g rii’ltl n the presence of the Meeting, to
follows — '

In the case of an election for the office of
President or Vice-President or membership of
the Committee, voting shall be by way of a
poll, with ballot papers distributed by post as
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Expulsion of a Member, Removal of an Officer | 32.2 The Trustees, who shall be members of the
or Termination of Affiliation Society, shall deal with the property and
29.1 Where consideration by the Committee of one of investments of the Society as directed by the
the following arises — Commltteg e_xnd insofar asthe assets of the S(_JCl ey
expulsion of amember, under Rule 8.1 may be deficient, the Trustees and the Committee
_ ’ N members shall be indemnified by the members of
removal of an OfflCG", under Rule 15.3, or the Soci ay agal nst ||ab|||ty and expenses incurred
termination of afflllatlon, under Rule 3.6, by the’n, by reason of their pos“ on as Trustess or
then the following provisions shall apply: members of the Committee, unless they act
(8) The member, Officer, club, society or other negligently or in bad faith.
body involved (the “respondent”) shall be 32.3 Trustees shall hold office for life, subject to these
informed in writing of the proposed Rules, until resignation or removal from office or
expulsion, removal or termination and the resignation from membership of the Society.
reasons for the proposed move: 32.4 Trustees may attend Committee meetings but shall
(b) Within 21 dayS of be Nng so notified the not have Voting rights_
respondent may submit a written response to
the notification, which must then be Honorary Member ships
considered at a Committee meeting. The 33.1 Honorary Membership, or the position of
response may include arequest to address the Honorary Vice-President of the Society, may be
Committee, which request shall not be conferred by the Committee on persons who in
unreasonably refused. their opinion have rendered distinguished service
(¢) Having considered any response received in to the Society or who have made an acknowledged
accordance with (b) above—including if eminent contribution to Amateur Radio, or to
relevant a personal address by the respondent radio research, communication or
or his/her/its representative — the Committee experimentation, or to arelated subject.
mey then meke a deqson on the expulsion, 33.2 The Committee shall announce the names of such
removal or termination, as the case may be. persons at the next Annual General Meeting,
(d) If the decision of the Committeeis to proceed . . .
with the expulsion, removal or termination, 33.3 Honprary members, includ ng' Honorary V'.Ce'
the respondent shall have the right to appeal Presidents, shall have all therights and QUtls of
to, and be heard at the next Annual General members, except that' they shall not beliableto
Meeting of the Society which shall have the pay anannual subscription.
power to ratify or reject theaction of the Alteration of Congtitution or Rules
Committee. Notice of such an appeal must ) o
be submitted not more than 21 days after the 34.1 No ateration or gmendment to the Constitution or
Committee's decision is communicated to the Rules of the Society shall be made unless
respondent and not less than 56 days prior to propose_:d in writing by the Committee or by at
the Annual General Meeting. least thirty members.
, , _ 34.2 Every such proposed alteration or amendment
Exclusions From Discussions shall be discussed and voted upon at a Special
30.1 Matters of asectarian, rdigious or party political General Megting held not more than eight weeks
nature shall be excluded from all discussions at after the proposal thereof.
Society meetings. 34.3 No alteration or amendment to the Constitution or
Legal Actions Rules shall be deemed to be carried unless
31.1 The Society shall suein the name of the Honorary supported by the votes Of. at |east two-thi r_ds of the
Secretary or such other Officer as may be mermbers pres_ent and voting & such Specidl
determined by the Committee. General Mesting.
Trustees As adopted by the society at
32.1 Themembersin General Meeting shall have _ a Special General Mesting
power tp eIegt Trustges for the purpose of holding on 25 April 2010.
the Society's interest in property or investments
for the benefit of the members. The Trustees shall
not be beneficialy entitled to any of the property
or assets of the Society.
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